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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The Examiner has considered the references listed in the Information Disclosure 
Statement dated 5/2/06 A copy of the Information Disclosure Statement is attached to 
this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 42, 44-46, 48-56, 58-61 , 64 and 65 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Csicsatka (Patent Application Publication U.S. 
2003/0158737 A1), hereinafter referred to as Csicsatka. 

Regarding Claim 1, Csicsatka discloses an apparatus for incorporating additional 
audio file information into an audio data file. Csicsatka's disclosure includes: 
• a memory that contains a database of content, wherein the content comprises 
audio format files and associated non-audio format navigation files (abstract; Fig. 1, 
item 32), 
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• wherein each non-audio format file comprises navigation marks (abstract, tags; 
HI0017D 

• a text-to-speech converter (1J[0017]); 

. an audio output (Fig. 1 , items 1 7, 41 ); and 

. a tactile user interface that is adapted to be operated by a print-disabled individual 
such that, when activated, the interface causes the audio output to announce 
information corresponding to a navigation mark from one of the non-audio format files in 
audio format fl|[0044], designated key to allow the user to call up and playback the 
audio tag information; note, intended use does not result in a structural difference). 

Regarding claim 42, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Csicsatka teaches: 

• a library key that causes the announcement of information corresponding to the 
navigation mark (U0044] designated key); 

• back and forward keys that enable directional navigation fl|[0044] audio tag played 
during forward or reverse skip); and 

• a select key that announces a selected audio format file (1J0044] designated key; 
also, 1|[0056] right arrow). 

Regarding claim 44, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 42). In addition, Csicsatka teaches that "the user interface further comprises: 
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a help key (Fig. 5, HELP); an environmental settings key." (Fig. 2, various keys; U[0047] 
volume control, equalization, etc. necessary accessed through one or more keys). 

Regarding claim 45, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 1 ). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the announcement of data corresponding 
to a navigation mark comprises converting the information from text format to audio 
format by the text-to-speech converter" flj[0054] text-to-speech converter is used to 
generate an audio tag). 

Regarding claim 46, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 1 ). In addition, Csicsatka teaches: 

• each navigation mark corresponds to a position in the associated audio format file 
fl|0009] location of the tag at the beginning of the file); and 

• the user interface includes at least one key that, when activated after the audio 
output has begun to announce data corresponding to a navigation mark, causes the 
audio output to speak content from the associated audio file from a point corresponding 
to the navigation mark in the associated audio file (fl[0044] designated key allows user 
to playback audio tag information at any time). 

Regarding claim 48, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 1 ). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "a digital audio decoder for use in audio 
broadcast or playback" (abstract; audio decoder; Fig. 1, item 12). 
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Regarding claim 49, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the announced data corresponding to a 
navigation mark comprises information from a table of contents" (^[0070] audio tags are 
used in a list of audio data files). 

Regarding claim 50, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 44). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the environmental settings comprise 
volume, speed, voice type, date/time, or lock/unlock file" (Fig. 2, various keys; H[0047] 
volume control, equalization, etc. necessary accessed through one or more keys). 

Regarding claim 51, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the navigation marks comprise a title, a 
table of contents, a page number, a content type, a library identifier, a bookmark, 
ordering information, an album, a performer, song lyrics, or a song genre" fl['s[0009] 
title, artist, album, year, etc. and [0013]). 

Regarding claim 52, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 1). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "a communication connection that 
receives content updates from a content provider" (fl's [0017], [0018], audio files and 
playlists can be downloaded from a server or the Internet). 
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Regarding claim 53, Csicsatka discloses an apparatus for incorporating 
additional audio file information into an audio data file. Csicsatka's disclosure includes: 

• a memory that contains a database of content, wherein the content comprises 
content files and index files wherein each content file corresponds to a document and 
has been filtered to remove irrelevant formatting, and (abstract; Fig. 1 , item 32, audio 
files appropriately formatted; audio files can be referred to as documents, especially if 
they contain recorded speech), 

• wherein each index file is associated with one of the content files and contains 
navigation information corresponding to its associated content file (abstract, tags 
correspond to index files; H[0017]); 

• a text-to-speech converter fl|[001 7]); 

• an audio output (Fig. 1 , items 1 7, 41 ); and 

• a user interface including at least one key that, when activated, causes the audio 
output to announce information from an index file (1J0044] designated key). 

Regarding claim 54, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 53). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the announcement of information 
corresponding to an index file comprises converting the information from text format to 
audio format by the text-to-speech converter" fl|[0054] text-to-speech converter is used 
to generate an audio tag) 
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Regarding claim 55, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 54). In addition, Csicsatka teaches, "the key comprises a table of contents 
key, and the announced information comprises a title for content in the content file that 
corresponds to the index file" fll[0070] audio tags are used in a list of audio data files). 

Regarding claim 56, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 55). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the announced information further 
comprises a page number, a content type, a library identifier, a bookmark, ordering 
information, an album, a performer, song lyrics, or a song genre" (ffs[0009] title, artist, 
album, year, etc. and [001 3]). 

Regarding claim 58, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 55). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the user interface further comprises a 
key that, when selected after the title is announced, causes the audio output to output 
the content that corresponds to the title" (U0019], announce prior to playback; [0044], 
audio tags may be played every time forward skip). 

Regarding claim 59, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 53). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "a digital audio decoder for use in audio 
broadcast or playback" (abstract; audio decoder; Fig. 1, item 12) 
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Regarding claim 60, Csicsatka discloses an apparatus for incorporating 
additional audio file information into an audio data file. Csicsatka's disclosure includes: 
. a memory that stores a plurality of content files containing audio format content and 
non-audio format annotations (abstract; Fig. 1 , item 32; audio files and tags); and 

• a user interface comprising: a first key that, when activated, causes the device to 
convert an annotation from text to speech and announce information corresponding to 
the converted annotation fl|[0044], designated key to allow the user to call up and 
playback the audio tag information); and 

• a second key that, when activated, causes the device to use a digital decoder to 
output audio format content corresponding to the announced information (Fig. 2, 
H[0055], various keys, soft keys; H[0056], item 62, PLAY/PAUSE button that will play the 
audio file using the DSPfdecoder]). 

Regarding claim 61, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 60). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the converted annotation comprises a 
title, a table of contents, a page number, a content type, a library identifier, a bookmark, 
ordering information, an album, a performer, song lyrics, or a song genre" fl[[0009] title, 
artist, album, year, etc. and [0013]). 

Regarding claim 64, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 60). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "a communication connection that 
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receives content updates from a content provider" flj's [0017], [0018], audio files and 
playlists can be downloaded from a server or the Internet). 

Regarding claim 65, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 60). In addition, Csicsatka teaches "the annotations comprise jumps to 
locations in the audio format content" fl][001 2], playlists contain locations of the audio 
files; U's [0024], fl[0070] audio tags are used in a list of audio data files with necessary 
location information to allow for jumps to audio content) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 43, 47, 57, 62 and 63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Csicsatka in view of well known prior art (MPEP 2144.03). 

Regarding claim 43, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 42). Csicsatka teaches the use of keys including soft keys (ffi0055]), but 
Csicsatka does not specifically teach "the user interface further comprises: a favorites 
key that enables the user to access a document previously added to a favorites list; and 
a delete key that enables the user to delete a document from the favorites list." 
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However, the examiner takes official notice of the fact that the use a favorites key for 
the purpose of easy access to frequently accessed files (that can be both added and 
removed from a favorites list) was well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Csicsatka to support the use of a favorites 
list, because such a function greatly simplifies access to frequently access files. 

Regarding claim 47, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 46). In addition, Csicsatka teaches the use of a DSP that can be 
programmed for a variety of functions fll[0047]), but Csicsatka does not specifically 
teach the use of "processor programmed with time scale modification functions that 
adjust a delivery speed through the audio output for a plurality of audio file types." 
However, the examiner takes official notice of the fact that the ability to adjust the 
playback speech of an audio or speech file was well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Csicsatka to support variable speed 
playback, because such a function might be useful when trying to learn of foreign 
language (e.g., slow down the playback to better understand the material) or when 
listening to speech in a noisy environment. 

Regarding claim 57, Csicsatka teaches everything claimed, as applied above 
(see claim 54). But Csicsatka does not specifically teach "the user interface further 
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comprises a key that, when activated, announces an environmental setting of the 
device." However, the examiner takes official notice of the fact that the use a key that 
when pressed triggers an announcement of the state of the device was well known in 
the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Csicsatka to support the use of a "state of 
the system key", because such a function is useful for small devices without a display or 
for "eyes occupied" applications, where the user desires to know the state of the device. 

Regarding claim 62, this claim has limitations similar to claim 57 and is rejected 
for the same reasons. 

Regarding claim 63, this claim has limitations similar to claim 47 and is rejected 
for the same reasons. 

Citation of Pertinent Art 

4. The following prior art made of record but not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to the applicant's disclosure: 

• Barile (U.S. Patent 6,448,485) discloses a system for embedding audio titles. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 42-65 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to V. Paul Harper whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7605. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on (571) 272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



5/15/06 



V. Paul Harper 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2626 




